
CHAPTER 9 

THE TIME OF TROUBLE 

Synthesis-The close of probation-The four angels loose 
the winds-Description of the time of trouble-The time 
of Jacob's trouble-Physical and mental anguish-Why the 
trouble will be permitted-God's people pass through the 
time of trouble-Many will go to their rest before-No 

material provision will be of value-Divine refuge. 

SYNTHESIS 

THE TIME of trouble is a period of unknown duration, but 
certainly brief. It will begin with the decree of Revelation 22 : 11 
-Heaven's pronouncement which ends the period of grace and 
probation (the opportunity of salvation)-and will last until the 
day of Christ's second coming. 

. Daniel 12: 1 refers to the beginning of this time in these 
words: "And at that time shall Michael stand up." Michael is 
Christ. Jesus completes His intercessory work, puts off His 
priestly garments, goes out of the sanctuary, and puts on His 
royal robe. 

By this time most Bible prophecies will have been fulfilled, 
the proclamation of the gospel will have been finished, the shak
ing and the sealing will have occurred, and the latter rain will 
have fallen. 

During the time of trouble the seven plagues fall, bringing 
terrible punishment to the impenitent, but they do not fall on 
the children of God. The four angels of Revelation 7 have 
released the winds of strife, giving free rein to nature and men 
to cast off the restraint of law. The plagues descend unmixed 
with God's mercy, and without the restricting benevolent inRu-
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ence of the Holy Spirit, which will have been withdrawn from 
the earth. 

The persecution, which will have commenced during the time 
of probation with the imposing of Sunday laws, will become more 
severe during the time of trouble, reaching maximum fierceness 
with the pronouncing of the death decree. But this decree will 
not be carried out, because at the expiration of the time God 
will liberate His people amidst a tremendous display of natural 
phenomena and fearful manifestations of His anger. 

Under the sixth and seventh plagues Armageddon occurs, 
resulting in turmoil and bloodshed. 

Although the faithful will not suffer the plagues and will be 
miraculously fed, guarded, and protected, they will nevertheless 
go through a terrible ordeal : ( 1) Physical hardship, because the 
persecution will force them to Ree from all centers of population. 
(2) Mental anguish, because they feel deep concern about the 
forgiveness of all their sins. But finally peace and tranquillity 
take the place of anxiety because they cannot recall any uncon
fessed sin, all having been forsaken and forgiven during the 
period of grace. 

Within the great time of trouble there is included a lesser 
time called "the time of Jacob's trouble." Jeremiah 30 :7. It 
extends from the time of the death decree-and this after the 
plagues have already started to fall-to the liberation. 

Only those who have received the refreshing and have been 
sealed are in a condition to pass safely through this stormy time, 
standing firmly to welcome with unspeakable joy the Lord Jesus 
at His second coming. . . 

The time of trouble, during which there will be neither media
tor nor pardon for sin, requires serious prepara tion of life and 
li <'n rt now. 

THE CLOSE OF PROBATION 

"Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and 
ke peth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his 
shame." Revelation 16 : 15. 

T his passage applies to the way in which the end of the inves
tigative judgment and the termination of th I eriod of grace will 
·om unsuspected. To this special moment th prophecy of Dan-
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iel 12: 1 also refers: "And at that time shall Michael stand up, 
the great Prince which standeth for the children of thy people: 
and there shall be a time of trouble, such as never was since there 
was a nation even to that same time: and at that time thy people 
shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the 
book." 

From this instant on, the destiny of each person will remain 
forever fixed, because the following decree is then proclaimed: 
"He that is unjust, let him be unjust still: and he which is 
filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be 
righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still. And, 
behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be." Revelation 22: 11, 12. 

. Jesus, our great High Priest, who still intercedes for us in the 
heavenly sanctuary, will then have completed His mcdiatorial 
and priestly work. 

"And the angel took the censer, and filled it with fir ol' the 
altar, and cast it into the earth: and there were voices, and thun
derings, and lightnings, and an earthquake." R vclation 8: 5. 

"I saw Jesus, who had been ministering before the ark containing 
the Ten Commandments, throw down the censer. I le raisl'd His 
hands, and with a loud voice said, 'It is done.' 11-EW 279. 

"When the work of investigation shall be ended It he invl'st igative 
judgment], when the cases of those who in all ages have 1nofcssed 
to be followers of Christ have been examined and ckeickd then 
and not till then, probation will close, and the door of llll'r~·y will 
be shut. Thus in the one short sentence, 'They that were rl'ady went 
in with Him to the marriage: and the door was shut,' we ;lll' carried 
down through the Saviour's final ministration, to thl' tinw when the 
great work for man's salvation shall be completed." GC 428. 

"Silently, unnoticed as the midnight thief, will come thl' decisive 
hour which marks the fixing of every man's destiny, the final with 
drawal of mercy's offer to guilty men.11-GC 491. 

"An angel returning from the earth announces that his work is 
dorw; the final test has been brought upon the world, and all who 
ha, t ' proved themselves loyal to the divine precepts have received 
'1111 s1·11l of the living God.' Then Jesus ceases His intercession in 
t hi' sa ,wt uary above. He lifts His hands and with a loud voice says, 
'It rs done'; and all the angelic host lay off their crowns as He makes 
the• sole 11111 announcement: 'Ile that is unjust, let him be unjust still: 
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and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, 
let him be righteous still: and he that is holy, let him be holy still.' 
Revelation 22:11. Every case has been _decided for life or death."
GC 613. 

"We are to bear the third angel's -message to the world, warning 
men against the worship of the beast and his image, and directing 
them to take their places in the ranks of those who 'keep the com
mandments of God, and have the faith of Jesus.' God has not revealed 
to us the time when this message will close, or when probation will 
have an end. Those things that are revealed we shall accept for 
ourselves and for our children; but let us not seek to know that 
which has been kept secret in the councils of the Almighty. It is 
our duty to watch and work and wait, to labor every moment for the 
souls of m,·n that arc ready to perish."-RH, Oct. 9, 1894. 

"Come when it may, the day of God will come unawares to the 
ungodly. When lift' is going on in its unvarying round; when men 
are absorbed 111 plcasme, in business, in traffic, in moneymaking; 
when rdigious leaders arc magnifying the world's progress and 
l'nlightcn11H·nt, and tlw people are lulled in a false security-then, as 
the midnight thicf stcals within the unguarded dwelling, so shall 
sudden cl(•stnrction com,• upon the careless and ungodly, 'and they 
shall not ('st'ilpl'.'" C:C J,8, 

"Whl'n ( :()(l's prl'sl'lll'e was finally withdrawn from the Jewish 
n;1tion, pril'sts :incl pl'oplc knew it not. Though under the control 
of Satan, and swayed hy the most horrible and malignant passions, 
tlwy still rl'garcll'cl thl'mselvcs as the chosen of God. The minbtra
tion in thl' t<:111plc l'Oll(inul'd ; sacrifices were offered upon its polluted 
altars, ancl daily th<: divine hlcssing was invoked upon a people guilty 
of the hloocl of C:od\ dt•,11· Son and seeking to slay His ministers and 
apostll's. So whcn t hc irrevocable decision of the sanctuary has 
been pronounced and thl' destiny of the world has been forever fixed, 
the inhabitants of the l'arth will know it not. The forms of religion 
will be continued by a people from whom the Spirit of God has 
been finally withdrawn; and the satanic zeal with which the 
prince of evil will inspire them for the accomplishment of his malig
nant designs, will bear the sl'mblance of zeal for God."-GC 615. 

"We are standing on the threshold of the crisis of the ages .... 
The angel of mercy cannot remain much longer to shelter the 
impenitent."-PK 278. 

"The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines in the 
heavens, passing over its usual round, and the heavens still declare 
the glory of God. Men are still eating and drinking, planting and 

9- P.F.c;. 



130 PREPARATION FOR THE FINAL CRISIS 

building, marrying and giving in marriage. Merchants are still buy
ing and ~elling. Men are jostling one against another, contending 
for the highest place. Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, 
horse races, gambling hells. The highest excitement prevails, yet 
probation's hour is fast closing, and every case is about to be eternally 
decided. Satan sees that his time is short. He has set all his aoencies 

b 
at work that men may be deceived, deluded, occupied, and entranced 
until the day of probation shall be ended, and the door of mercy 
forever shut."-ChS 51. 

"Transgression has almost reached its limit. Confusion fills the 
world, and a great terror is soon to come upon human beings. The 
end is very near."-8T 28. · 

THE FOUR ANGELS LOOSE THE WINDS 

"I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until Jesus' 
work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven last 
plagues."-EW 36. 

"John sees the elements of nature-earthquake, tempest, and 
political strife-represented as being held by four angels. These 
.winds are under control until God gives the word to let them go. 
There is the safety of God's church. The angels of God do His 
bidding, holding back the winds of the earth, that the winds should 
not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree, until the 
servants of God should be sealed in their foreheads."-TM 444. 

"It is the voice of this highest angel that had authority to com
mand the four angels to keep in check the four winds until this work 
[the sealing] was performed, and until he should give the summons 
to let them loose."-TM 445. 

"He will restrain the forces of darkness until the warning is 
given to the world and all who will heed it are prepared for the con
Rict."-5T 453 (2TT 153). 

"But so long as Jesus remains man's intercessor in the sanctuary 
above, the restraining inRuence of the Holy Spirit is felt by rulers 
and people. It still controls to some extent the laws of the land. 
Were it not for these laws, the condition of the world would be 
much worse than it now is. While many of our rulers are active 
agents of Satan, God also has His agents among the leadino men 
of the nation."-GC 610. 

0 

"While already nation is rising against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom, there is not now a general engagement. As yet the 
four winds are held until the servants of God shall be sealed in their 
foreheads. Then the powers of earth will marshal their forces for 
the last great battle."-6T 14 (2TT 369). 
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"As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, I heard the tinkling 
of the bells upon His garment; and as He left, a cloud of darkness 
covered the inhabitants of the earth. There was then no mediator 
between guilty man and an offended God. While Jesus had been 
standing between God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the peo
ple; but when He stepped out from between man and the Father, the 
restraint was removed and Satan had entire control of the finally 
impenitent."-EW 280. 

'The apostle John in vision heard a loud voice in heaven exclaim
ing: 'Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! for the devil 
is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth 
that he hath but a short time.' Revelation 12: 12. Fearful are the 
scenes which call forth this exclamation from the heavenly voice. 
The wrath of Satan increases as his time grows short, and his work of 
deceit and destruction will reach its culmination in the time of trou
ble."-GC 623. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE TIME OF TROUBLE 

"And at that time s_hall Michael stand up, the great Prince 
which standeth for the children of thy people : and there shall 
be a time of trouble, such as never was since there was a nation 
even to that same time: and at that time thy people shall be 
delivered, everyone that shall be found written in the book." 
Daniel 12 : 1. 

"When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness* covers the inhabitants 
of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in the 
sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has 
been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has entire control of 
the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world 
has rejected His mercy, despised His love, and trampled upon His 
law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the 
Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last withdrawn. 
Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the 
wicked one. Satan will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into 
one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check 
the fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be 
let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible 
than that which came upon Jerusalem of old."-GC 614. 

"The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of 
affiiction and distress described by the prophet as the time of Jacob's 

*There is no evidence from the spirit of prophecy writings that this is a 
physical darkness or a physical sign of any kind. 
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trouble. 'Thus saith the Lord: We have heard a voice of trembling, 
of fear, and not of peace .... All faces are turned into paleness. 
Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of 
Jacob's trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.' Jeremiah 30:5-7." 
-GC 616. 

"The time is at hand when there will be sorrow in the world that 
no human balm can heal.''-PK 277. 

"When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the 
unmingled wrath threatened against those who worship the beast 
and his image and receive his mark (Revelation 14:9, 10), will be 
poured out."-GC 627. 

"The 'time of trouble, such as never was,' is soo~ to open upon 
us; and we shall need an experience which we do not now possess 
and which many are too indolent to obtain."-GC 622. 

"The world is stirred with the spirit of war. The prophecy of the 
eleventh chapter of Daniel has nearly reached its complete fulfill
ment. Soon the scenes of trouble spoken of in the prophecies will 
take place."-9T 14 (3TT 283). 

"As the approach of the Roman armies was a sign to the disciples 
of the impending destruction of Jerusalem, so may this apostasy 
[Sunday legislation, the threefold alliance, and the repudiation of the 
principles of the American Constitution] be a sign to us that the 
limit of God's forbearance is reached, that the measure of our 
nation's iniquity is full, and that the angel of mercy is about to take 
her flight, never to return."-5T 451 (2TT 151). 

THE TIME OF JACOB'S TROUBLE 

"I saw that the four angels would hold the four winds until 
Jesus' work was done in the sanctuary, and then will come the seven 
last plagues. These plagues enraged the wicked against the righteous; 
they thought that we had brought the judgments of God upon them, 
and that if they could rid the earth of us, the plagues would then be 
stayed. A decree went forth to slay the saints, which caused them 
to cry day and night for deliverance. This was the time of Jacob's 
trouble. Then all the saints cried out with anguish of spirit, and 
were delivered by the voice of God."-EW 36, 37. 

From this inspired paragraph we may draw two conclusions: 
(1) The time of Jacob's trouble embraces the period which 

extends from the promulgation of the death decree to the libera
tion of the children of God, a time during which they call with 
anguish for divine intervention. 
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(2) The period begins after the plagues have started to fall. 
This we know because the death decree will be proclaimed after 
some of the plagues have already fallen . It is the suffering which 
the "plagues" bring (and note, the word appears in plural) that 
leads to the death decree. 

· PHYSICAL AND MENTAL ANGUISH 

"Jacob's experience during that night of wrestling and anguish 
represents the trial through which the people of God must pass just 
before Christ's second coming."-PP 201. 

(1) Jacob experienced anguish because of the material situa
tion which confronted him: His brother was coming against him 
with 400 armed men, apparently with intentions of revenge. Also 
the saints will feel anguish because of physical persecution and 
the death decree. 

(2) Furthermore, Jacob felt intense mental anguish in his 
struggle with God in prayer because he was not sure his sins had 
been pardoned. The saints will experience similar anguish. But 
even as Jacob's night ended with the blessing and the peace of 
God conferred on the patriarch, the Lord will fill His children 
with peace, confidence, and hope in the night of their greatest 
trial. And for the same reason-their sins, too, had previously all 
been confessed and forgiven. 

The physical anguish: the persecution 

"As the Sabbath has become the special point of controversy 
throughout Christendom, and religious and secular authorities have 
combined to enforce the observance of the Sunday, the persistent 
refusal of a small minority to yield to the popular demand will make 
them objects of universal execration. It will be urged that the few 
who stand in opposition to an institution of the church and a law 
of the state ought not to be tolerated; that it is better for them to 
suffer than for whole nations to be thrown into confusion and law
lessness. . . . This argument will appear conclusive; and a decree 
will finally be issued against those who hallow the Sabbath of the 
fourth commandment, denouncing them as deserving of the severest 
punishment and giving the people liberty, after a certain time, to put 
them to death. Romanism in the Old World and apostate Protes
tantism in the New will pursue a similar course toward those who 
honor all the divine precepts."-GC 615,616. 
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"As the time appointed in the decree draws near, the people will 
conspire to root out the hated sect. It will be determined to strike in 
one night a decisive blow, which shall utterly silence the voice of 
dissent and reproof. 

"The people of God- some in prison cells, some hidden in solitary 
retreats in the forests and the mountains-still plead for divine pro
tection, while in every quarter companies of armed men, urged on 
by hosts of evil angels, are preparing for the work of death. It is now, 
in the hour of utmost extremity, that the God of Israel will interpose 
for the deliverance of H is chosen."-GC 635. 

''The Protestant world today see in the little company keeping 
the Sabbath a Mordecai in the gate. His character and conduct, 
expressing reverence for the law of God, are a constant rebuke to 
th?se who have cast off the fear of the Lord and are trampling upon 
H is Sabbath; the unwelcome intruder must by some means be put 
out of the way."- 5T 450 (2TT 150). 

Mordecai-as related in the book of Esther- was a man of 
good intentions who gained royal favor by disclosing a plot against 
the king's life. Harnan, great enemy of Mordecai and the Jewish 
people, had a gallows erected for executing Mordecai; but when 
he thought his plans were about to be realized, the exact opposite 
occurred. The gallows that had been prepared for Mordecai was 
used for the maker himself. The decree to kill the Jews was made 
of none effect and turned upon their enemies. The same will 
happen in the closing days of time. The enemies of truth will 
attempt to destroy those who keep the commandments of God; 
but God will intervene and liberate His people, and the ene
mies will be destroyed by their own weapons. 

"As the decree issued by the various rulers of Christendom against 
the commandment keepers shall withdraw the protection of govern
ment and abandon them to those who desire their destruction the 
people of God will flee from the cities and villages and asso~iate 
together in companies, dwelling in the most desolate and solitary 
places. Many will find refuge in the strongholds of the mountains. 
Like the Christians of the Piedmont valleys, they will make the 
high places of the earth their sanctuaries and will thank God for 
'the munitions of rocks.' Isaiah 33 : l 6. But many of all nations and 
of all classes, high and low, rich and poor, black and white, will be 
cast into the most unjust and cruel bondage. The beloved of God 
pass weary days, bound in chains, shut in by prison bars, sentenced 
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to be slain, some apparently left to die of starvation in dark and 
loathsome dungeons. No human ear is open to hear their moans; no 
human hand is ready to lend them help." -CC 626. 

Under the subtitle "Divine Refuge" we shall see, a few pages 
farther along in this chapter, the beautiful counterpart of this situ
ation, in God's protection and care for His children, in Christ's 
companionship with them, and in the ministration of angels in 
their behalf. 

"Soon I saw the saints suffering great mental anguish. They 
seemed to be surrounded by the wicked inhabitants of the earth. 
Every appearance was against them. Some began to fear that God 
had at last left them to perish by the hand of the wicked. But if 
their eyes could have been opened, they would have seen themselves 
surrounded by angels of God."-EW 283. 

"The people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to 
death .... Satan wished to have the privilege of destroying the 
saints of the Most High; but Jesus bade His angels watch over them. 
. . . Soon I saw the saints suffering great mental anguish. They 
seemed to be surrounded by the wicked inhabitants of the earth .... 
But the saints heeded them not. Like Jacob, they were wrestling 
with God."-EW 283,284. 

"The people of God will then be plunged into those scenes of 
affiiction and distress which prophets have described as the time of 
Jacob's trouble. The cries of the faithful, persecuted ones ascend to 
heaven. And as the blood of Abel cried from the ground, there are 
voices also crying to God from martyrs' graves, from the sepulchers 
of the sea, from mountain caverns, from convent vaults: 'How long, 
0 Lord, holy and true, dost Thou not judge and avenge our blood 
on them that dwell on the earth?' "-ST 451 (2TT 151). 

''I saw measures taken against the company who had the light and 
power of God. Darkness thickened around them; yet they stood 
firm, approved of God, and trusting in Him. I saw them perplexed; 
next I heard them crying unto God earnestly. Day and night their 
cry ceased not: 'Thy will, 0 God, be done! If it can glorify Thy 
name, make a way of escape for Thy people! Deliver us from the 
heathen around about us. They have appointed us unto death; but 
Thine arm can bring salvation.' These are all the words which I 
can bring to mind. All seemed to have a deep sense of their unwor
thiness and manifested entire submission to the will of God; yet, like 
Jacob, everyone, without an exception, was earnestly pleading and 
wrestling for deliverance."-EW 272. 
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. "It was a~ hour of fearful, terrible agony to the saints. Day and 
mght they cned unto God for deliverance. To outward appearance, 
there was ~o possibil!ty of t~eir escape., The wicked had already 
begun to tnumph, crymg out, Why doesn t your God deliver you out 
of our hands? Why don't you 0'0 up and save vour lives?' But the 
saints heeded them not."-EW 283. ' 

The mental anguish 
"Though God's people will be surrounded by enemies who are 

bent upon their destruction, yet the anguish which they suffer is not a 
dread of persecution for the truth's sake; they fear that every sin 
has not been repented of, and that through some fault in themselves 
they will fail to realize the fulfillment of the Saviour's promise . ... 

"Their faith does not fail because their prayers are not immedi
ately answered. Though sufferino the keenest anxiety terror and 
distress, they do not cease their iI~ercessions. They lay' hold ~f the 
stre:1gth of ~o? as Jacob laid hold of the Angel; and the language of 
theu souls 1s: I will not let Thee go, except Thou bless me." -GC 
619,620. 

"As Satan accuses the people of God on account of their sins, the 
Lord permits him to try them to the uttermost. Their confidence in 
God, their faith and firmness, will be severely tested. As they review 
the past, · their hopes sink; for in their whole lives they can see little 
good. They are fully conscious of their weakness and unworthiness. 
Satan endeavors to terrify them with the thought that their cases 
are hopeless, that the stain of their defilement will never be washed 
away. I:e hopes so to destroy their faith that they will yield to his 
temptat10ns and turn from their allegiance to God."-GC 618, 619. 

. "~ad not Jacob previously repented of his sin in obtaining the 
bnthnght by fraud, God would not have heard his prayer and merci
fully preserved his life: So, in the time of trouble, if the people of 
God had unconfessed sms to appear before them while tortured with 
fea~ an~ anguish, they would be overwhelmed; despair would cut off 
theu faith, and they could not have confidence to plead with God 
for deliverance. But while they have a deep sense of their unworthi
ness, they have no concealed wronos to reveal. Their sins have oone 
be~orehand to judgment and have been blotted out, and they ca~not 
bnng them to remembrance. 

"Satan leads many to believe that God will overlook their unfaith
fu_lness in the minor a~ai_rs of lif~; but th: Lord shows in His dealings 
with Jacob that He will m no wise sanct10n or tolerate evil. All who 
endeavor to excuse or conceal their sins, and permit them to remain 
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upon the books of heaven, unconfessed and unforgiven, will be over
come by Satan."-GC 620. 

WHY THE TROUBLE WILL BE PERMITTED 

"Those who exercise but little faith now, are in the greatest dan
ger of falling under the power of satanic delusions and the decree to 
compel the conscience. And even if they endure the test they will 
be plunged into deeper distress and anguish in the time of trouble, 
because they have never made it a habit to trust in God. The lessons 
of faith which they have neglected they will be forced to learn under 
a terrible pressure of discouragement."-GC 622. 

"The assaults of Satan are fierce and determined, his delusions are 
terrible; but the Lord's eye is upon His people; and His ear listens 
to their cries. Their affliction is great, the flames of the furnace seem 
about to consume them; but the Refiner will bring them forth as gold 
tried in the fire. God's love for His children during the period of their 
severest trial is as strong and tender as in the days of their sunniest 
prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in the furnace of 
fire; their earthliness must be consumed, that the image of Christ 
may be perfectly reflected."- GC 621. 

"The people of God must drink of the cup and be baptized with 
the baptism. The very delay, so painful to them, is the best answer 
to their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the Lord to 
work they are led to exercise faith, hope, and patience, which have 
been too little exercised during their religious experience."-GC 630, 
631. 

GOD'S PEOPLE PASS THROUGH THE TIME OF TROUBLE 

"None but the hundred and forty-four thousand can learn that 
song; for it is the song of their experience-an experience such as no 
other company have ever had. . . . These, having been translated 
from the earth, from among the living, are counted as 'the firstfruits 
unto God and to the Lamb.' ... They have passed through the time 
of trouble such as never was · since there was a nation; they have 
endured the anguish of the time of Jacob's trouble."- GC 649. 

MANY WILL GO TO THEIR REST BEFORE 

"Many will be laid away to sleep before the fiery ordeal of the time 
of trouble shall come upon our world. This is another reason why 
we should say after our earnest petition: 'Nevertheless not my will, 
but Thine, be done.' Luke 22:42."-CH 375. 
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NO MATERIAL PROVISION WILL BE OF VALUE 

"The Lord has shown me repeatedly that it is contrary to the 
Bible to make any provision for our temporal wants in the time of 
trouble. I saw that if the saints had food laid up by them or in the 
field in the time of trouble, when sword, famine, and pestilence are 
in the land, it would be taken from them by violent hands and 
strangers would reap their fields."-EW 56. 

"I was shown that it is the will of God that the saints should cut 
loose from every encumbrance before the time of trouble comes, ·and 
make a covenant with God through sacrifice. If they have their 
property on the altar and earnestly inquire of God for duty, He will 
teach them when to dispose of these things. Then they will be free 
in the time of trouble and have no clogs to weigh them. down."-EW 
56, 57. 

"I also saw that God had not required all of His people to dis
pose of their property at the same time; but if they desired to be 
taught, He would teach them, in a time of need, when to sell and 
how much to sell."-EW 57. 

DIVINE REFUGE 

"He shall dwell on high: his place of defense shall be the 
munitions of rocks: bread shall be given him; his waters shall be 
sure." Isaiah 33: 16. 

"Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with His 
feathers, and under His wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall 
be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror 
by night; nor for the arrow that Rieth by day; nor for the pesti
lence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that 
wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy side, an~ ten 
thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only 
with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the 
wicked. Because thou hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, 
even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall 
thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." Psalm 
91:3-10. 

"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 
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though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, thougl:i thl 
mountains shake with the swelling thereof." "The heathen 
raged, the kingdoms were moved: He uttered His voice, the earth 
melted. The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge. Come, behold the works of the Lord, what desolations he 
hath made in the earth. He maketh wars to cease unto the end 
of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sun
der; he burneth the chariot in the fire." Psalm 46: 1-3, 6-9. 

"But to the obedient is given the promise, 'He shall dwell on 
high: his place of defense shall be the munitions of rocks: bread 
shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.' Isaiah 33: 16. By 
this promise the children of God will live. When the earth shall be 
wasted with famine, they shall be fed. 'They shall not be ashamed 
in the evil time: and in the days of famine they shall be satisfied.' 
Psalm 37: 19. To that time of distress the prophet Habakkuk looked 
forward, and his words express the faith of the church: 'Although the 
fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor 
of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock 
shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.' 
Habakkuk 3: 17, 18."-DA 122. 

"The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while 
persecuted and distressed, while they endure privation and suffer for 
want of food they will not be left to perish. That God who cared 
for Elijah will not pass by one of His self-sacrificing children. He 
who numbers the hairs of their head will care for them, and in time 
of famine they shall be satisfied."-GC 629. 

"I saw the saints leaving the cities and villages, and associating 
together in companies, and living in the most solitary places. Angels . 
provided them food and water, while the wicked were suffering 
from hunger and thirst. Then I saw the leading men of the earth 
consulting together, and Satan and his angels busy _ around them. I 
saw a writing, copies of which were scattered in different parts of 
the land, giving orders that unless the saints should yield their pecu
liar faith, give up the Sabbath, and observe the fast day of the week, 
the people were at liberty after a certain time to put them to death. 
But in this hour of trial the saints were calm and composed, trusting 
in God and leaning upon His promise that a way of escape would 
be made for them. In some places, before the time for the decree to 
be executed, the wicked rushed upon the saints to slay them; but 
angels in the form of men of war fought for them."- EW 282, 283. 
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"They [God's children ] seemed to be surrounded by the wicked 
inhabitants of the earth. Every appearance was against them .... 
But if their eyes could have been opened, they would have seen them
selves surrounded by angels of God. Next came the multitude of the 
angry wicked, and next a mass of evil angels, hurrying on the wicked 
to slay the saints. But before they could approach God's people, the 
wicked must first pass this company of mighty, holy anoels. This 
was impossible. The angels of God were causing them to ~ecede and 
also causing the evil angels who were pressing around them to fall 
back. 

"It was an hour of fearful, terrible agony to the saints. Day and 
night they cried unto God for deliverance. To outward appea~ance, 
there was no possibility of their escape. The wicked had already 
begun to triumph, crying out, 'Why doesn't your God deliver you out 
of our hands? Why don't you go up and save your lives?' But the 
saints heeded them not. . . . The angels longed to deliver them, but 
they must wait a little longer. ... The time had nearly come when 
He was to manifest His mi2:hty power and oloriously deliver His 

. "EW V t:> samts . . - 283, 284. 
"I saw that God will in a wonderful manner preserve His peo

ple through the time of trouble. As Jesus poured out His soul in 
agony in the garden, they will earnestly cry and agonize day and 
night for deliverance. The decree will go forth that they must dis
regard the Sabbath of the fourth commandment, and honor the first 
day, or lose their lives; but they will not yield, and trample under 
their feet the Sabbath of the Lord, and honor an institution of 
papacy. Satan's host and wicked men will surround them, and 
exult over them, because there will seem to be no way of escape for 
them. But in the midst of their revelry and triumph, there is heard 
peal upon peal of the loudest thunder. The heavens have gathered 
blackness, and are only illuminated by the blazing light and terrible 
glory from heaven, as God utters His voice from H is holy habita
tion."-1 T 353, 354 (ITT 131). 

"In the midst of the time of trouble- trouble such as has not been 
since there was a nation- His chosen ones will stand unmoved. Satan 
with all the hosts of evil cannot destroy the weakest of God's saints. 
Angels that excel in strength will protect them, and in their behalf 
Jehovah will reveal Himself as a 'God of gods,' able to save to the 
uttermost those who have put their trust in H im."-PK 513. 

"While the wicked are dying from hunger and pestilence, angels 
will shield the righteous and supply their wants. To him that 'walk
eth righteously' is the promise: 'Bread shall be given him; his waters 
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shall be sure.'_ '\Vhen the poor and needy seek water, and there is 
none, and theu tongue faileth for thirst, I the Lord will hear them, 
I the God of Israel will not forsake them.' Isaiah 33: 15 16- 41: 17 "-
GC 629. · ' ' . 

. "!he dark~st ~our of the church's struggle with the powers of 
evil is that which immediately precedes the day of her final deliver
ance. But none who trust in God need fear; for 'when the blast of 
the terri

1
ble ones is as a storm against the wall,' God will be to His 

church a refuge from the storm.' Isaiah 25: 4."-PK 725. 
. "In the ~ime of trouble just before the coming of Christ, the 

nghteous will be preserved thr~ugh the ministration of heavenly 
angels; but there will be no security for the transgressor of God's law. 
Angels cannot then protect those who are disregardino one of the 
divine precepts."-PP 256. t:> 

"I saw _a cover~ng that God was drawing over His people to pro
tect them m the time of trouble; and every soul that was decided on 
the truth and was pure in heart was to be covered with the coverino 
of the Almighty."- EW 43. t> 

_"The world ~ee the very class whom they have mocked and 
dended, and desired to exterminate, pass unharmed throuoh pesti
lence, tempest, and earthquake. He who is to the transoresso~s of His 
law a devouring fire, is to His people a safe pavilion."-='GC 654. 

"Li½e the captive exile, they will be in fear of death by starvation 
or by v10lence. But the Holy One who divided the Red Sea before 
Israel, will manifest His miohty power and turn their captivity."-
GC 634. t> 

"Fearful tests and trials await the people of God. The spirit of 
war is stirring the nations from one end of the earth to the other. 
But in the midst of the time of trouble that is coming,-a time of 
trouble such as has not been since there was a nation,-God's chosen 
people will stand unmoved. Satan and his host cannot destroy them, 
for angels that excel in strenoth will protect them."-9T 17 (3TT 
285). t> 
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